Thera is love—ragquited and unrequited.
There is war. There is ambition, passion,
adultery, thievery, intrigue, betrayal and
all kinds of other stulf. There is beautiful
scenery and a cas! ol millions; there are
intimate bedroom scenes and exciling
battle scenes, thera are intimate and ax-
citing bedroom battle scenes. There are
officers in magnificent unilorms; there are
heaving bosoms popping out of authentic
Dolly Parton period gowns.

There 8 Armand Assante as a brood-
ing, somatimes incoherent, complicated
Napoleon, there's Jacqueline Bissel as
the lovely, firatious Josephmne; there's
Anthony Perkins, on temporary leave from
the Bates Motel, as the briliant, schem-
ing Talleyrand—all acting out the ever-
popular "Doy meets gQirl, boy conquers

N&JALS opens with tasteful French
Revolution guilioline shots and Josephine,
the widow of an execuled aristocrat,
doomed to die the next day. Tha min-
isaries ends with Napoleon, defeated and
sentenced o axie on Elba, wisiting a
dying Josephine, kissing her and leaving
her with the memorable words: “| goita
gol”

In between we are treated to six hours
of super-condensad European histony saery-
ing as a backdrop for one of the all-time

Nelson: "| must confess, Hardy,
intrigues me. From all | hear he's a cathe-
dral of ambition, of overweening
pride—hubris, the Gresks called it. Now
he dares 10 twist the lion's tal. He's

imes, oo, the actors utler late 20th-
century language in eary 19%th-century
situations, but let's give cradit where credit
5 dua al least nO oné Ines 10 speak
with a phony French accent

The history is miniseries authen-
tic—accurate up 1o the pont that it inter-
feres with the story. But let's not quibbie:
if you want history, go read a book If
you wanl o spand a reasonably antar-
taining lew hours with some good actors,
a lot of eye-filling scenes and an inlerest-
ing version ol a story that sorl of hap-
pened this way, try watching NELALS
It's got everything a minisanas could pos-
sibly want, except, maybe, Richard Cham-
barlain. &5
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