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Armand
Assante

plans to leave
daytime drama
because he has
found that something
else is more
important—and

more exciting . . .

MY
FREEDOM ! _

by Mikki Dorsey



“I'm sorry,”" the vojce at the
ather end ol the phone re-
plied, "but we have ng infor-
mation al all G Armand  As
sante in our Files. It appears
that he's not too fond ol Flut_:
licity and isn't at all coopera-
tive with the press.”

This was the pood news that
grested me when | called the
priess department of NBC-TV
searching for a biography on
Aprmand Assanie (Mt hael
Powers, The Doctors) in arder

to prepare for my mesting with
this elusive young actor the
following day. With visions o
i press-hating ogre in mind, |
imagined that interviewing b
Assante would b no casy lask )

But nothimg could be furth-
e from the truath! Armand and
| met for lunch in a guiet res-
tauran! nestled in Mew York's
theatre divire: and he F'.l-';-l,-pd
ta be a thoroughly charming,
Easy-going. and artlculate per-
son-—not the publicity-shy re-
cluse he was palnted as Ar-
mand nsists that he has no
specitic personsl policy con-
LETTREME 1""||'|F"| Interviews o
publicity, rather e s cautious,
is loarned from previows ex-
periences “where they really

turned me into an object or
seemething, | dion™ take mvsell
vy aEriously @nymose, bt |
do take my weork  seriously
Thiy |other Mg azines] mor
ik I‘."!‘i- 1”’“‘.‘1] T §TE SOATRE
kind of a A rmand searches
for the comect word, “sex ob-
ject—which I'm nol 166 keen
alsoin.”

Quite  pruthiully,  Armand
wanls o be recognized as an
acior Tirsl and loremos] even
though his handsome good
looks, charming personality
ainid  mielodhious wvolee  lend
themsslves (o perpelration ol
the sexy-male rmage. As o re-
sult, Armand now uses discre
T in |Fr.|:.'."_‘.J'|"'Iﬂ InTErvirgs
anid fContinuwed on prage T8

Armand Assante is a versalile man. He can ook af e and smile, but he
Armand has a line singing volce and plays
{in sparring with a punc hing bag at home,

lakies his acting very serinusl
the guitas, He beeps physhca
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ARMAND ASSANTE

CONTIMLUED FROM PAGE 27

has alrgady politely turned several ol tham
down, Respactiul of TVM, however, Armand
was glad to acquiesce when we called for
an interview. "After all, | think publicity s
the key, it's the business, right?"” he asks.

On this particular day when we talked,
Armand had a theatrical audition to do, but
was nat n the [sast bit disturbed or nervous
about It. As |luck would have it, Armand at
this time was free of any Doclors' com-
mitments and so was able to pursue work in
hiz first love, the theatre. Now he admils
that he is ready to spread his wings and ook
for work alsewhers, the restrictions of his
Dootors” contract being the anly thing pre-
venting him from doing 2o, As a resull, Ar-
mand will not renaw his contract with The
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11 you“re too embarriesed toosvear the sporty things
vou used to enjoy, NOW THERE'S A BETTER
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devielopad, Yitamin E warichied latien, 215 you
rilive that yeuthiul feeling and leok you gat from
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job haautifully, effactively, and best of all without
altering skin strugture| Evan if other products have
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Doctars when It expires in April, 1877
(somathing that NBC |5 not too pleased
about). When opportunity knocks; Armand
wants to ba fres to respond. “The way it is
with film s that they will sometimes call
yvou ane day and say be somewhers elss
the next day. I'm frightened, because with
someé ol the good things thal have finaily
baen happening, |'m aftrald 1"l gel & call
and won't be able to go {(due to contract
rastrictions), Mow | want my freedom.

“Acting has always beean in my past,” Ar-
mand continues, "and | leel it's always been
my dastiny 1o be an actor, My past |s |ittered
with being In the entertainment industry in
one way or another, | actually started out as
a rock drummer—making money too! My
parents wera both in the arts [they are ac-
complished moedern artists] and | got en-
pouragemant that way " Calitarnia  will
probably be the next stop for Armand, a na-
tive Mew Yorker who will certainly miss the
Hig Gity but believes that opportunity prob-
ably lles oul west, | have a very strong
agent in Los Angeles and she wanls me to
go out there and stay, Not that | want to go
there, but | find that to do the kind of work
thal | want to in the theatre, you really need
o have a name. Somé kKind of commercial
success behind you is necessary because
producers won't risk the draw, '

As for same of the good things thal Ar-
mand mantloned have been happening o
him lately, he's had some of the country’s
top film directors express interest in him,
Pecple like Bob Fosse (of Cabaret fams),
Francis Ford Coppola and Terrenca Malick
{Badfands} have met with Armand to dia-
cuss possible roles in thelr upcoming films.
“I've bean up lor Coppola’s films three
times now and this is the first time | think
he's really warmed (o me. I'm told I'm the
contander In the east for Malick's new film,”
relates Armand with all sincerity. Certainly
the future does indeed look bright.

Despite Armand's urge to try his kand at
othar aspects of the antertainment industry,
he stil holds the despest respect for the
medium that gave him his first big
break—the seap opera, “Television sarials
are a very good axample of how to use your
instincts, because you don't have time to
preépara on TV, he explains. "You may
have one of two nights at the most with a
soript so you can lsarn your lines, TV
teaches vou to ramain viable and open
to evarything around you. You really have
to redy on your instinots, For me, it was
llke ten years of therapy. It changed my
parsondlity in three yearas and opened me
up so totally. | was a tremendously. in-
trospectiva person when | first want into
go08p opara. The show made tremendous
demands on me averyday. | had to go on
and put it all out—because you can'l lig in
front of a cameara.”

What's the best thing about doing &
goap? "The moneyl” Armand responds
with a sly grin spreading across his face
and a muffled chuckle in his volca, Sur-
prisingly, this wonderful smile ol Armand's
is suppressed on felavision when he s in
the role of Mike Powers. Kicked ofll the



hospital staff for fighting, Powers repre-
sants your typloal rebellious youth, “'Oh,
yeah," agrees Armand with a devillsh
smila, "Thisis what they love, love me to do
on television! My anger, my Introspection,
my crudeness and my wvulgarity! This s
what they loval Very rarely do | crack a
smile on TV, When | do, | think the |etters
come pouring In from everywhere: ‘Mike
Powers smiled!" " This is really a shame lor
perhaps the picest thing about Armand |5
his pleasant, warm smile and how sasily i
comes across his face to light up a conver-
sation. |t Is quite obvious Armand (5 & very
togather and happy person. Even though
he gets letters saying, | hopa Alan Stewart
{another Docfors character) beats the ----
out of you," and many people recognize
him as the ficticlous Mike Powers rather
than the real Armand Assantes, he takes it
all In stride. This s the true tesl of an &c-
tor's ability!

How much does Armand relate to Mike
Powers? “Inavitably, you have to. Yau are
the character on the soap, The character
can be one thing ona day and something
alse the next. You have to be open to
changes in the writing all the time."”

A dilemma lies behind all this, lor al-
though Armand has had his differences with
tha scripts, his everyday working relations
with fellow Doctors cast members is a joy-
ous experience. | did the soap How fo Sur-
vive a Marriage before this. When | came to
The Doctors | was surprised—| mean the
atmosphera s so relaxed its llke walking
into a living rocm and having 8 good time all
day. You could make it that way because
the people are so0 wonderful and such a
good group of talented people. Tha morale
i really so high, it's really a joy to do The
Dpctors, Thera's no conflict at all—and i
wouldn't be tolerated I there was any."

It Armand’s professional e appears to
be hectic, his pérsonal life is even worsa,
"It's a wreck,” he glumly states, "Can you
axpound, pleasea, on the tarm ‘wrack', " | ra-
plied. “Well," ha continues, | sea several
women, to tell the truth—and t's scarey.
I've never baen through this before in my
life where | 'va baen nvolved with more than
ane persen at a time, It's really strange and
amationally, iU's very hard.”

Indepandence |8 Armand's favorite qual-
ity in the opposite sex, “Everything that
Women's Lib puts forward, | love. | really
like strong. Independent wamen, Somaone
with a purpose.” Whether or not she s an
actress doesn't matter (o Armand, but he
explains, “Usually that's unforfunately the
case. most of the relationships 've had
ware with actresses because they're the
anly woman |I'm around. | would prefer to
meat somaane who is not In the theatre, for
a change. | would prefer to meet a woman
who is fotally divorced from the (ndus-
try—just to gel a different perspective "

Although Armand's taste in women is
wiry progressive, when it comes to mar-
rlage he is more old-lashioned, believing
wholeheartedly in the sanctity of this in-
stitution. I do want to marry and | want to
have kids. Right now, though, | do not fesl
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thatl | could be responsible (o elther a mar-
riage or & family, I'm so wrapped up with
what |I'm doing that | almast become ob-
llvious o what the hell is goirg on in my life.
It's quite clear in my relationshigs with
peaple that I'm just not there sometimes,
Yet | understand that that works in-a mar-
riage too, |I'm sure there are days when you
wake up and just don't want to look at your
husband's face because your head is some-
whare else. That's lile, right?

"But at this paint, | would say that my life
iz wery much filled up with what | da. I'm
twanty -six—I'm not afraid of laking a little
more fima, bul not too much more becavse
| want to anjoy my kids " Without hesitation
Armand admits that this all could change
Mz, Right should come along. “If | found
that one right person,” he proclaims, |
would be married ina fash, 'l just go oul
and do it."

“In the beginnlng, marrlage must have
been fantastic because it was a spiritual
statement. Today, It often does nat hold be-
cause of the questioning of values that has
gone on in our society now. Years ago it
was the first spiritual statement that two
people mada on their union. That's why
| belleve marriage |s often an abused in-
stitution today,

"I hope that il | get married, it will hold
the spiritual aspect and that it will be the
controlling element within it 'd hate to
marry for any other reason, | do look for-
ward to it when It comes,” conchudes Ar-
mand an the subject of marriage.

5o for the time being, Armand's time is
oooupied with his profession, and trying to

live each day to its fullest, Aside from his,

lady friends, Armand's Intarests include the
arls, espacially literature, He loves to read,
poetry and biographies being his favorite
subjects. Of late Armand has tried his hand
at writing. but admits that “it doesn't come
easily." He also has quite a good vaice (ke
has appearsad in the musical Boceaceln on
Broadway) bul unfartunately doesn't have
the tima to practice this or any of his ather
pursuits fully, Someday he would like to
write for the theatre and perhaps establish
his awn theatre or film company.

But that's in the remata future. Armand
prafars to content himsell with his todays:
days that could be spent roaming the
theatrés-or packing a sultcase for some ax-
ollc destination. More than anything, Ar-
mand loves ta travel. "l travel on a whim, |
just pick up and go. | spend more money
that way, but I'm happiar, | just love the ad-
vanture of it all. "

Sadly for Doctars lans, Armands next
traveds will take him in search of film adven-
ture way out west. Happily, Armand has an
Indomitable spirit and great taient to match
—two prime ingredients for suocess. Mo
matter where he roams, he'll still be cloge
lo us aither in movies, theatre ar 1elavision,
That. evaryone can be certain afl
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